
Licensing Officially Begins 
March 14, 2014 

 
Applications for licensure are now posted on this web site under the “Applicant” 
tab on the home page.  We have three separate applications:  Licensure by Work 
Experience/Grandfathering (for business owners), Licensure by Work 
Experience/Grandfathering (for employees/contractors), and Licensure by 
Credential (by Examination).  Please click on the application that best describes 
you and all of the instructions and required forms will appear.  Please read all of 
the instructions and forms and then if you have any unanswered questions, 
please contact our office at 334-215-0693 or apib@leadership-alliance.org and 
our staff will be happy to assist you.   
 
FAQ’s for Fingerprinting have also been added to this site and are also attached 
to each application.   
 
Important Licensure Dates have been added to the Calendar page on this site.  
For your convenience, they are also provided below: 
 

Important Licensure Dates 
 

March 7, 2014 
Deadline for Qualifying for Licensure by Work Experience (Grandfathering) 

Those applying for Licensure by Work Experience or Grandfathering must have a 
current State, City, or County Business License to practice Private Investigation 

in Alabama on or before this date. 
 

May 1, 2014 
Effective Date of Licensure in Alabama  

All Private Investigators in the State of Alabama (unless otherwise exempt) must 
have a License issued by the APIB by this date in order to provide private 

investigation services.  Private Investigation performed after this date without a 
license would be a violation of State law. 

 
March 7, 2015 

Deadline to Apply for Licensure by Work Experience (Grandfathering) 
No applications for licensure by Work Experience (Grandfathering) will be 

accepted by the Board after this date.  Although the grandfathering option for 
licensure has the standard one-year application window (required of all new 

licensure boards), this in no way allows any individual to provide private 
investigation services in Alabama without a license after May 1, 2014 (unless 

otherwise exempt).  This deadline date only applies to the application process for 
license by work experience or grandfathering. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Rules and Regulations Now in Effect & Licensure Begins 
March 7, 2014 

 
The Rules and Regulations of the Board are now in effect and posted on this web 
site.  Therefore, March 7, 2014, is the official deadline date for all applicants for 
licensure by work experience (grandfathering) to hold a current business license 
in Alabama (either state, city, or county) in order to qualify for this method of 
licensure.  The Board will begin accepting applications for licensure this week.  
The application with instructions and checklists will be posted on this web site in 
the next few days.   
 
The effective date of licensure in Alabama will be May 1, 2014.  This means that 
anyone who practices private investigation in Alabama (unless otherwise exempt 
under our statute) must be licensed by the Alabama Private Investigation Board.  
 
 

Licensure Process Currently Being Established 
January 3, 2014 

 
The public comment period for proposed Rules and Regulations closed on 
December 31, 2013.  The Board received no written comments regarding these 
Rules and Regulations.  Therefore, the Board will officially adopt the Rules and 
Regulations at the next Board meeting. 
 
As soon as the Board receives approval from the state to run fingerprints, as 
required by statute, the application forms will be posted on this web site and we 
will begin accepting applications for licensure.  Please check back on this web 
site regularly for these forms and implementation date of licensure.   
 
 

State Board Creation and Initial Licensure for  
Private Investigation in Alabama 

December 6, 2013 
 

The Alabama Private Investigation Board (APIB) was created by the Alabama 
Legislature in the 2013 Legislative Session (Act #2013-306 signed on May 23, 2013).  
This act became effective on August 1, 2013.   
 
The APIB has been meeting regularly to establish policies including drafting Rules and 
Regulations and Forms for initial licensure.  The Proposed Rules and Regulations are 
currently being advertised for public comment on this web site and in Administrative 
Monthly (a publication from the Alabama Administrative Procedures Office).  Written 
comments, views, or arguments will be received by the APIB thru 9:00 a.m. on 
December 31, 2013.  Comments should be directed to Paula McCaleb, Executive 
Director, at P.O. Box 241206, Montgomery, AL  36124, or via fax at 334-274-0684. 
 
The APIB will post the application and forms on this web site following the effective day 
of the Rules and Regulations.  Applications will then be received in the Board office and 
the first licenses will be issued. 
 



The Legislature provided a grandfathering provision or licensure by work experience for 
individuals currently in the practice of Private Investigation in Alabama (and therefore, 
would not have to sit for an examination).  The following are the qualifications for 
licensure by work experience: 
 

 Be an investigator holding a current business license in the state of 
Alabama on March 7, 2014 (the effective date of the adoption of the 
rules and regulations of the Board).  The opportunity to apply for a 
private investigator license issued under this rule shall expire on 
March 7, 2015 (365 days after the implementation of the rules and 
regulations of the Board).  Holders of these licenses shall be eligible 
to renew their licenses as are any other licensed private 
investigators. 

 Implementation for licensure shall begin on March 7, 2014 (the 
effective date of the adoption of the rules and regulations).  The 
initial licensure period shall be a two-year license and therefore 
renewed biennially thereafter. 

 Any licenses issued during implementation shall be dated May 1, 
2014, the initial date of the licensure period, and shall be subject to 
renewal by April 30, 2016, and biennially thereafter.  Licenses issued 
after the initial date of the licensure period shall be dated to begin at 
the date the license is issued, but set to expire at the next 
established renewal date.  Licenses will not be prorated. 

 Persons working as a private investigator, unless otherwise exempt, 
shall have a valid private investigator license. 

 
A copy of a current business license to practice Private Investigation in the State of 
Alabama will be required with the initial application in order to meet the above licensure 
by work experience requirements.  Employees or contractors of a company licensed to 
practice Private Investigation in Alabama may also apply with the employer completing a 
Verification of Private Investigation Work Experience Form and a copy of the employer’s 
current business license.  


